Brian Sutherland
Brian began a career as a martial arts/self-defense instructor in 1974.
He owned/operated schools (dojo) and retail supply outlets in the
Baltimore/Washington area and has trained law enforcement personnel
from coast to coast. In 1992, Brian was honored with a Maryland State
Senate Resolution recognizing his business leadership. Over the past 50
years, Brian has earned a total of nine levels of black belt degrees in
three traditional Japanese martial arts [Aikido, Judo, Karate].

Brian lived in Boulder, Colorado, as a teenager, attending Boulder High
School for two years. After high school, he returned to Maryland to teach
self-defense for the U.S. Customs Service in Washington, D.C. After many

years teaching martial arts, he and his wife, Karen, returned to Boulder,

where they owned Boulder Fine Arts, a company dealing in antiquarian
books and fine art internationally. Brian joined his brother’s business,
Boulder Art Tile, as Production Manager and soon became Executive
Director. Boulder Art Tile, manufactured ceramic art tiles and murals for
artists, school districts, government installations, libraries, hospitals,
and large-scale fundraising projects. He established Boulder Aikido dojo,
teaching part-time while occasionally conducting seminars throughout
Colorado and Maryland. Brian studied Creative Writing, Music Theory,
and American Jazz History at Front Range Community College. His
obsession with playing drums continues to this day.

In 2014, Brian and Karen stumbled across Crisfield on a business trip and
fell in love with the town and its people. In 2015, they moved to a shabby
1895 Victorian house in Crisfield, spending the next several years
restoring and updating the property. Brian refreshed his lifetime hobby
and began creating art again in 2022, displaying his paintings in the local
galleries. He contributes to the Somerset County Arts Council by hosting
Scotty's Jukebox and Scotty's Ska and Reggae Show weekly on the local
radio station, WBYC. Brian still enjoys gardening, martial arts, playing
multiple musical instruments, and most importantly, visiting his son,
Logan, daughter, Brooke, and granddaughter, Iris, who live in Denver.
Currently, his passion is to help improve and promote his favorite place
to be, Crisfield, Maryland.

Brian currently serves on the Crisfield Arts Syndicate Board of Directors,
the home of Gallery 413, and is presently the Chairman of the Board of
Crisfield Arts and Entertainment District.




